This handout was adapted by Libby Brunxvold from The Scott Foresman Handbook for Writers, 3rd ed., by Maxine Hairston and John J. Ruszkiewice, NY:  Harper Collins, 1993, and Writing with a Thesis, 5th ed., by David Skwire, NY:  Holt, 1990.  
THESIS STATEMENT TRUTHS

A thesis statement is a sentence that explicitly identifies the purpose of the paper or previews its main ideas

A thesis statement is an assertion, not a statement of fact or an observation. 
Fact or observation: Harry Potter is a wizard. 
	Thesis: Despite Harry’s excellent wizardry, Hermione is the sole reason the trio is successful in their adventures.

A thesis takes a stand rather than announcing a subject. 
Announcement: The thesis of this paper is the difficulty Holden has dealing with his isolation. 
	Thesis: In response to depression over his poor academic performance, Holden has isolated himself from everyone. 

A thesis is the main idea, not the title. It must be a complete sentence that explains in some detail what you expect to write about. 
Title: South Park and Censorship. 
	Thesis: Because of the controversial Mohammad episode, continuing to air South Park endangers American youth and threatens national safety.  

A thesis statement is narrow, rather than broad. If the thesis statement is sufficiently narrow, it can be fully supported. 
Broad: The American television industry has greatly declined in quality. 
	Narrow: The decline of quality American television directly results from an overabundance of Reality TV; cliché, pointless, and disgusting, it is an embarrassment to our culture. 
A thesis statement is specific rather than vague or general. 
Vague: Hemingway's war stories are very good. 
	Specific: In creating a new prose style by employing extensive dialogue, shorter sentences, and strong Anglo-Saxon words, Hemingway revolutionized the writing world.

A thesis statement has one main point rather than several main points. More than one point may be too difficult for the reader to understand and the writer to support. 
More than one main point: SpongeBob has become a world-renowned show because it uses well-known Greek allusions as the plot foundation, and his TV show is the subject of a movie. 
	One Main point: SpongeBob has become a world-renowned show because it uses well-known Greek allusions as the plot foundation.

You can revise your thesis statement whenever you want to while you are writing your essay. Writers often discover what their real purpose and point is in the process of putting their thoughts into words and then reading what they've written.




